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Gen 1-2 
 
God created the heavens and the earth. God created it. It didn’t just happen and 
that began a pattern that I still see today as far as Divinely orchestrated events 
being the substance of the life that I perceive both within me and the 
circumstances that surround me (see Romans 1:20). 
 
Work (2:15). It’s a noble enterprise and there’s honor in it in that it’s a part of the 
way I am created. To work, to produce in the context of being obedient –using 
what God has given me to build His Kingdom, and that includes the welfare of my 
family (2 Thess 3:10). 
 
Marital unity (2:24) – Michelle and I are more than a “team.” In Christ, we are one 
enterprise with God dispatching our collective gifts as a singular force that makes 
a difference in a number of ways (1 Peter 4:10). 
 
Gen 3-4:26 – Snakes (the devil) is clever. I’m thinking that I don’t need to limit 
my perspective to the obvious when it comes to checking for Satan’s attempts to 
deceive me (Jas 1:5; 1 Peter 5:8) 
 

 
Even in the midst of Cain’s punishment, God demonstrates His love for him / me, 
by being merciful. Justice was served without love being compromised.  
 
Jubal, my vocational patriarch, comes from the line of Cain. 
 
Lamech announces his having killed a man and insists that if Cain’s killer would be 
punished 7 times, his killer would be punished 77 times. This is arrogance taken to 
the extreme. Consider Jesus’ words in Matt 18:22 that represents a wonderful 
Divine counterpoint. 
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Gen 5-7:24 – Gen 5:23 – Enoch walked with God. In Hebrews 11:5, that phrase is 
defined a bit better with the commentary provided that says that he pleased God. 
The NIV Text note on verse twenty two emphasizes the difference between “living” 
and “walked with God.” There’s an intentional difference being communicated by 
the two words / phrases that emphasize the difference between merely existing 
and truly living in that you’re walking with God. How cool is that?.  
 
Lamech was Enoch’s grandson and he would ultimately father Noah. This Lamech 
is distinct from the Lamech that came from Cain’s line who was evil personified. 
 
Gen 6:8 – After several verses showing how God was sorry he had made mankind, 
Noah is mentioned as one who pleased Him. Thank you, Lord, for Noah! And yet 
another testament to the quality of Noah in verse 22 where it says that Noah did 
everything that God told him to do. Help me, Father, to be that obedient. 
 
Gen 8-10 – It took Noah some time to build the ark. There’s nothing specific to 
refer to in order to come up with a definitive time frame, but 5:32 says that Noah 
was 500 years old when he became the father of Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
 
Gen 10:11 says that Shem was 100 years old when he had Arphaxad, and that 
was two years after the flood. So, by doing a little math, it’s possible that if Shem 
had just been born in 5:32, it took about 98 years to build the ark.  

 
Now that’s speculative, but the fact remains, it probably took a long time to build 
the ark. That’s a long time to be dealing with doubt, discouragement and the 
ridicule of your neighbors. You can see why Noah is applauded for his faith and 
why he found favor with God to begin with. 
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That’s the kind of faith I aspire to. Reaching for the  prize (Phil 3:14) knowing that 
God does things in His good time (Ps 90:4; Is 60:22; Hab 2:3; 2 Pet 3:9), so wait 
for it! 
 
One thing that sticks out to me is the fact that in chapter 7:17-24, you get a 
snapshot on just how comprehensive the flood was. Verse twenty says that the 
mountains were covered to a depth of more than twenty feet. Verse 21 says that 
everything perished. Verse 22 says that everything died. Verse 23 says that every 
living thing was wiped out. Three consecutive times: dead, dead, dead! Only Noah 
remained. 
 
http://www.godspointofview.com/public/qanda/how_long_to_build_the_ark.
htm 
 
Gen 11:1-12:20 – Pride is a killer. When I consider God’s response to the people 
at what became Babel, I’m reminded about Herod in Acts where he was struck 
dead because of having refused to give God His due (Acts 12:23). “Babel” is 
actually “Babylon” in Hebrew. I’m thinking it’s significant that the result of pride 
and a self proclaimed independence from God is what resulted in a city that would 
serve as the epicenter for Israel’s enemies. 
 
The other thought was how it never benefits someone to lie. Abram would’ve done 
better had he relied on God to work out the results of the Truth rather than try to 
pilot the consequences of a lie himself. 
 
Gen 13-15 When Lot and Abram separate, Lot chooses land that looks great from 
the standpoint of its fertility, but it puts him close to Sodom which is notoriously 
evil (see 1Thess 5:22 [KJV]). I’m thinking this represents a great object lesson as 
far as not leaning towards those options that put compromise within your sight – 
regardless of how logical or attractive they may appear. 
 
I also like the way in which Abram is always building an altar to commemorate 
those times that God spoke. That’s a good habit to be in. 
 
Chapter 14 shows that Abram was a brave and tough individual. He went up a 
sizeable enemy and beat the snot out of them. Hardly consistent with the mental 
picture I often conjure up of an old man who’s lacking when it comes to a 
commanding presence. 
 
Chapter 15 – Despite all of what God has empowered Abram to do and the 
promises He’s made, Abram still wants some kind of confirmation when it comes 
to the promise of an heir. I’ve criticized Abram in the past for that lack of 
certainty, but I get it now. Regardless of how dramatic a particular spiritual 
summit may be, the grind of Monday through Saturday has a tendency to erode 
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the significance of what happened on Sunday. I appreciate God’s willingness to 
accommodate Him in verse 9. I can’t help if God kind of sighed and said, “Alright, 
go get me a sacrifice so we can do this…” I’m sure God has the same kind of 
reaction to my lack of faith. 
 
Gen 16 – 18:15 – Abraham actually asked that Ishmael be allowed to serve as 
God’s promised heir. But God said, “No.” Had Abraham waited on the Lord, we 
wouldn’t be engaged in the war on terror right now. 

 
Oswald Chambers said that, “One of the greatest strains in life is the strain 
of waiting for God. (“My Utmost for His Highest” February 22nd). He also 
says this: 
 
All through the Bible, emphasis is laid steadily on patience. A man’s patience 
is tested by three things – God, himself, and other people. An apt illustration 

is that of a bow and arrow in the hand of an archer. God is not aiming at 
what we are, nor is He asking our permission. He has us in His hands for His 

own purpose, and He strains to the last limit; then when He lets fly, the 
arrow goes straight to His goal. “Acquire your soul with patience.” Don’t get 

impatient with yourself.”  
(“Oswald Chambers: The Best of All His Books”, p 235) 

 
I don’t always perceive when it is time to rest and not “do.” Being a slacker 
is odious to me. But there is, nevertheless, a time to be still and know that 
He is God even when the lack of action seems like foolishness. 
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Gen 18:16-19:38 – I think it’s great that God will sometimes appear in 
human form and interact on a human level in order to allow human beings to 
participate in His Plan. I don’t think the Lord needed Abraham’s influence to 
determine whether or not He would spare the city. Nor do I think He went 
back and forth with Himself as to whether or not He would tell Abraham 
about the nation that would come from Abraham. He knows everything and 
He doesn’t change His mind (1 Jn 3:20; Num23:!9).  
 
But He does allows Himself to be approached and He allows people to 
question Him and ask for allowances. I think that’s great. And while 
someone might be prone to walk away from a Divine exchange believing 
that they’ve successfully influenced God, it’s my belief that God already had 
the outcome of that exchange in mind and feigned a “deal,” in order to allow 
and encourage the participation of an individual. 
 
Lot is a piece of work. While his being righteous was enough to inspire God’s 
willingness to spare him, the fact that he was so willing to sacrifice his 
daughter’s, who were engaged, bugs me. And then he drags his feet in 
getting out of the city and then whines about having to run too far. And 
we’ve yet to get to that magic couple of liaisons between his daughters and 
himself which yielded the Moabites and the Ammorites. 
 
Still, do I know look into a mirror when I consider these kind of antics. Lord, 
forgive me and my own lethargic responses when it comes to obeying You 
immediately and cheerfully. 
 
Gen 20-22- In chapter 12, you see Abraham lying to the Egyptians about 
Sarah being his wife, now in chapter 20 you see the same thing. I think it’s 
wonderful the fact that even a non-believer is able to rate God’s mercy in 
that God didn’t allow Abimelech to touch Sarah, although I’m sure it was 
very tempting to do so, given the fact that Sarah, apparently, was a very 
beautiful woman.  
 
Chapter 21 - Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born. So much for 
folks thinking that their best years are behind them once they retire. 
 
Not too long after Isaac is born, Abimelech comes on the scene again, this 
time to strike a bargain with Abraham. Abimelech is a sharp guy. Though 
he’s not a worshipper of the Lord, he is nevertheless able to recognize that 
Abraham has God’s favor. They do make a deal that Abraham would treat 
Abimelech fairly and the place where this contract is made is Beersheba. 
 
Beersheba literally means, “well of seven” or “well of oath.” It marked the 
southernmost boundary of the Israelite monarchy in later times. In chapter 
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26, you see another Abimelech – 
probably the son or grandson of 
the Abimelech mentioned here in 
chapter 21. This time he’s 
making a treaty with Isaac and 
the site of their agreement is 
called “Shibah” which has 
roughly the same meaning as 
Beersheba. In addition to it 
being the place where Isaac and 
Abimelech Jr. make their 
contract, it’s also a place where 
water was discovered. In any 
event, Beersheba would become 
an important town that’s 
frequently mentioned in the Old 
Testament. 
 
Chapter 22 -  Imagine having to travel for 3 days to the place where you 
know you’re going to have to sacrifice your son. I can’t help but think that 
was one hard journey. With each step, you your heart is being broken in 
ways that I can’t even imagine. It’s not just that your son is going to die, as 
much as it’s the fact that you will be the one to take his life.  
 
But God comes through in a big way. He provides the lamb for the sacrifice 
and it is here where Abraham shines. Nowhere during this whole test did he 
falter. He does what he’s told despite the fact that it had to be heart 
breaking. But he heard from God and did it. I wonder if he hadn’t gotten to a 
point where he knew God’s Voice and didn’t question it. He simply did it. 
Obviously, it is that kind of obedience that pleases the Lord in that it was 
that obedience that established Abraham as the one through whom all 
nations on the earth would be blessed. 
 
Gen 23-24:52 I like how the servant who is sent to retrieve a wife for Isaac 
is never named. His simply referred to as “the servant.” Yet, what a guy! He 
does this errand for his master and is admirably intentional about seeking 
God’s direction. He asks for guidance and he gets it. Then, however bizarre 
it may appear, he acts on it and he’s successful.  
 
His act of obedience secures Rebekah and the future of the Hebrew nation. 
Not bad for a man who is simply, “the servant.” 
 
Gen 24:53-26:17 Emotions can compromise you in a big way. Esau was 
tired and, I’m thinking a little impetuous. Had he not been so passionate 
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about satisfying his hunger, perhaps he wouldn’t have been so flippant about 
his birthright. Help me, Father, to keep my emotions in check so I don’t’ 
compromise Your Priorities and Your Agenda in me. 
 
Genesis 26:18-27:46 – Beersheba literally means, “well of the promise.” You 
can see the old adage of “like father, like son” with Isaac lying about his wife 
for fear that his enemies would use the beauty of his wife to justify killing 
him so that they could have her. Lying never gets you anywhere. 
 
It’s hard to feel too sorry for Esau. The guy is impetuous and the fact that he 
married two women, both of whom brought a lot of aggravation to the 
family, indicates a self-absorbed perspective.  
 
Jacob’s name literally means, “grabbing someone’s heel” which was a 
Hebrew expression for tricking someone. Esau claims that he was tricked by 
Jacob when he surrendered his birthright for a meal, but he wasn’t tricked.  
 
His father’s blessing is a different matter. Jacob conspires with his mom to 
get Esau’s blessing. You don’t’ see Esau being angry with his mother. I 
wonder why.  
 
Jacob leaves with his father’s blessing and makes his way to the land of 
Laban, his uncle, at the prompting of his mother who determines that this is 
the best course of action given the fact that Esau is planning on killing Jacob 
once Isaac dies. When Esau learns that his parents are like-minded when it 
comes to foreign women, he heads off to Ishmael’s neck of the woods and a 
daughter of Ishmael. It’s certainly a step up from what you see in Genesis 
26:35, but Esau’s looking to please his parents and not God. In addition, it’s 
a pathetic overture in that he’s looking to somehow atone for all his 
wrongdoings with a single act. In the end, it’s too little, too late. 
 
Gen 28:1-29:35 – “Bethel” means “house of God.” I don’t like Laban. He 
asks Jacob to work for 7 years in exchange for the hand of Rachel. That’s a 
long time to be knowing all along that you plan on deceiving your future 
son-in-law, and yet he does it with no apparent hesitation or remorse. Leah 
is an innocent party in all this, so I can understand why God would bless her 
to compensate for the fact that to Jacob she probably nothing more than a 
walking reminder of how he had been deceived. Still, I wonder how things 
would’ve turned out had Laban’s plot been discovered. 
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Gen 30-31:21 – Jacob has quite the row to how here by first having to deal 
with Laban and then having to face Esau. Both of these guys, however 
unjust their disposition may be, represented a potential threat to Jacob.  
 
Laban strikes me as a guy who suffers from a selfish perspective. He insists 
in 31:43 that everything that Jacob has is his, completely negating the role 
Jacob has played in multiplying his possessions. Plus, there was the 
agreement in 30:32. Laban was wrong in labeling everything that belonged 
to Jacob as his own. 
 
Jacob’s technique in breeding lambs so they were speckled by having them 
mate in front of water where he had placed branches that had a portion of 
their bark peeled off exposing white areas on the branch. Jacob had tricked 
Esau, whose name means “red,” with red stew. Now he tricks Laban, whose 
name means “white” with exposed areas of branches that are white. The 
technique works, but only because God allows it to work (see Gen 31:9). 
 
In a way, that harkens back to Dt 8:18. It’s God who blesses, multiplies and 
prospers. 
 
Gen 31:22-32:12 – Jacob leaves his meeting with Laban and goes on his 
way. At one point, he encounters some angels and calls the area where he 
encounters the angels of God, “Mahanaim” (may huh NAY im). Literally, it 
means “two camps. “ He’s about to separate his family and possessions into 
two camps in hopes that by doing so he establishes a line of defense in case 
he is attacked. Despite having received a number of Divine assurances that 
he would be safe, he’s still trying to control his own destiny through his own 
devices. 
 
2 Thess 3:10 makes it clear that God expects a guy to get off his butt and 
work. But it is God Who blesses the work of his hands (Dt 8:18; Neh 6:16; 
Ps 90:17; Is 26:12). 
 
Gen 32:13-34:31 – Jacob is still trying to negotiate the trials and concerns 
of this life through human tactics. God works through our efforts, but I 
gravitate more to David seeking God’s Counsel in the details.. 
 

1 When David was told, "Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are 
looting the threshing floors," 2 he inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I go and 

attack these Philistines?"  
      The LORD answered him, "Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah." 

3 But David's men said to him, "Here in Judah we are afraid. How much more, 
then, if we go to Keilah against the Philistine forces!" 

4 Once again David inquired of the LORD, and the LORD answered him, "Go down 
to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand." 5 So David and his 
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men went to Keilah, fought the Philistines and carried off their livestock. He 
inflicted heavy losses on the Philistines and saved the people of Keilah. 6 (Now 

Abiathar son of Ahimelech had brought the ephod down with him when he fled to 
David at Keilah.) 

 
“Mahanaim” (may huh NAY im) means “two camps,” in that Jacob separated 
his family and wares into two camps as a preventive measure so should 
Esau attack, he could keep a group in reserve. 
 
I’ve always wondered what it was like to “wrestle with God.” I have no doubt 
I would be pinned without any problem, but what was God looking for in 
Jacob? Why would He wrestle with him? 
 
Matthew Henry says that Jacob was “knighted” in this conquest by God. He 
goes on to say that his struggle was not merely corporal, it was spiritual as 
well. This goes back to praying without ceasing and relying on God to 
empower us to pray appropriately and accurately (Rom 8). 
 
Gen 34:31 – I’m confident that God doesn’t approve of lying (Prov 12:22 
[The Message]). While I don’t blame Simeon and Levi for exacting justice on 
the men of the town, I’m thinking it would’ve been better had that “justice” 
been levied only on the guilty party and in a way that was forthright as 
opposed to something based on deceit and maliciousness. 
 
And was Simeon’s and Levi’s rage based on a righteous indignation or was it 
more a matter of their pride being wounded? 
 
Still, the strategy worked. Simeon and Levi are able to kill every man in the 
city because they were all in pain, thanks to the con they had bought into. 
 
Gen 39-41:16 I can’t help but wonder if Potiphar was really all that 
convinced that his wife had been attacked by Joseph. The Bible says he 
became very angry, but surely his wife’s inclination to compromise her 
marital vows surfaced in ways other than just her supposedly secret desire 
for Joseph. 
 
The fact that God blessed Potiphar and his household through Joseph is a 
call to good stewardship and a good work ethic when it comes to a believer 
working for a company. Recognize that God works through His kids in ways 
that can benefit everyone around you, so it’s not just about you. 
 
From Joseph’s perspective it had to exasperating to see how he seemed to 
go from one betrayal after another. First his brothers selling him into 
slavery, then his master’s wife lying and having him thrown into prison. But 
from 20,000 feet you can see how, although it was hard going, Joseph was 
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being piloted by a loving God Who was shaping his future in ways that would 
result in nothing short of something extraordinary. 
 
I think it’s important to note that Joseph was in prison for some time (see 
41:4). There are no shortcuts when it comes to the carefully orchestrated 
crucible of God’s character building collection of circumstances. 
 
Gen 41:17-42:17 – It was two years before the cupbearer remembered 
Joseph. But when you look at the account from 20,000 feet you can see 
God’s Purpose in that because of the way Joseph was introduced to Pharaoh, 
it segued right into Joseph being established as governor. 
 
Joseph is given a Gentile for a wife. While it was preferred for the sons of 
Israel to not take foreigners for wives, obviously this is an exception since 
Hebrews were in short supply in Egypt at that point. 
 
I wonder how Joseph felt when his brothers bowed before him and fulfilled 
the dream he had so many years ago. Certainly there was some gratification 
in that his vision was then validated and the Divine substance of the dream 
could be objectively seen as authentic. And then throwing them into prison 
for 3 days. I wonder why three. 
 
It may not have any consequence, but the thing that strikes me about this 
account is that you’re always doing well to wait on God. I can think of a 
couple of significant times when I waited and there was a huge payoff. 

 
I think the balancing passage in the NT is Hebrews 13:5: 
 

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with 
what you have, because God has said,  

"Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  
(Hebrews 13:5 [see also Ecc 5:10;  Lk 12:13-21; 1 Tim 6:10]) 

 
I’m thinking it’s similar to food. Too much isn’t healthy and growing fat is 
ignoble. But God doesn’t let the righteous go hungry (Prov 10:3; 13:25; Phil 
4:19). He doesn’t say that you will always have the finest food to eat, but 
He does say He will take care of your needs and goes on to encourage you 
to ask for what you’re wanting (Matt 7:7-8). 
 
Gen 42:18-43:34 – Verse 21 makes it apparent that Joseph wasn’t the calm 
and reserved type in the face of death. He begged his brothers for his life. I 
like the fact that Joseph isn’t presented as some superhuman kind of guy. 
Yes, he was committed to God and trusted Him but what made that 
significant is his having to deal with some very real and substantial human 
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emotions: Temptation, fear, discouragement. His performance and resolve 
are significant because of his having overcome his emotions, not because 
had no emotion. 
 
Reuben tried to save Joseph and now he offers the lives of his sons as a 
guarantee that Benjamin will be safe and will not be detained by Joseph. 
That’s quite a gesture. Judah does something similar in that he puts himself 
on the chopping block. I guess even guys who act like fiends from time to 
time are still capable of noble gestures from time to time. But just like 
Scripture says in Jeremiah 17:9, the heart is deceitful. What may appear like 
a selfless act on the surface is seen by God for what it is in terms of the 
selfish motives that lurk within (1 Samuel 16:7). 
 
Gen 44-45 The thing that stands out in this passage to me is Judah who was 
willing to become a slave in order to protect the well being of his little 
brother and father. This is a different guy compared to the one in chapter 37 
and 38.  
 
Gen 48-49- Ephraim was made superior to Manasseh as a result of the way 
that Jacob blessed them. It wasn’t a mistake, rather it was in keeping with 
God’s preferences. Joshua was a descendant of Ephraim. 
 
Gen 50-Ex 2:10 – When Manasseh’s son, Makir, has a son, Joseph adopts 
him as his own. I’m wondering if he did that because, while Manasseh was 
older, it was his little brother that received Jacob’s blessing.  
 
The Makirites were considered to be great soldiers (Josh 17:1). They would 
drive the Amorites out of the land of Gilead and settle there. Mind you, they 
didn’t go up against the Amorites with the aid of the entire nation of Israel, 
they did this on their own (Num 32:40). 
 
The Amorites were descendants of Canaan who was Ham’s son. Of course, 
Ham and his brothers, Japheth and Shem were Noah’s boys. 
 


