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This is one curtain. You were to sew five curtains together 
for one set. Then you were to make loops of blue cloth on 
the edge of the end curtain of one set and do the same for 
the end curtain for the other set. 
 
Then, using loops of blue material, you were to make 50 loops on the edge of 
the two end pieces. Using fifty gold clasps, you were to use this loop – clasp 
configuration to join the two ends together so you had something like this: 
You would join these two pieces together and form a perimeter that measured 
420 feet around and 30 feet high.  
 
 
 
 

 

Full size model of the tabernacle located at Timna Park, 17 
miles north of Eilat in Israel 

http://www.goisrael.com/vt/template.aspx?id=21 

42’ 

6’ 

1’ = .125” 

The contemporary 
equilavent to a 
cubit is 18” 
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We know from the dimensions of the uprights that the 
height of the tabernacle was 15 feet high (26:15) and 45 
feet long (verse 16, 20 frames at 27” a piece = 540” 
divided by 12 equals 45 feet). These dimensions were 
specified for the areas facing the north and south.  
 
You had six frames specified for the west end plus an 
additional two uprights for the corners resulting in a total 
of eight uprights. Six uprights formed the wall itself with 
the other two serving as corner pieces like what is 
illustrated in the diagram below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

42’ 

30’ 

The “blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn” that was to be collected 
from the Israelites is 
significant in that these colors 
represented royalty. The dyes 
were derived from various 
shellfish that swarm in the 
waters of the northeast 
Mediterranean. So important 
was the dyeing industry that 
the Promised Land was known 
as Canaan which literally 
means, “land of purple.” The 
same area was called 
Phoenicia by the Greeks that 
also means, “land of purple.” 
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The corner section was a regular upright cut down the middle so you had half 
overlapping the north and south wall like what you see above. So you had 6 
uprights at 27” across equaling 162” or 13.5 feet. Add another 18” (9” on both 
sides) and you have a total width of 15’. 4.5” spanned the width of the north 
and south wall uprights and the remaining 13.5” wrapped around the end of 
the north and south uprights. 
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The corner boards are what usually represents the biggest obstacle in coming 
up with a 15’ dimension for the width of the tabernacle. The best explanation 
is taken from studylight.com: 
 
Some overlook the Fact that the "corner boards" were real corner boards, and 
place them On the outside. The solution of this difficulty that places the corner 
Boards on the outside is unreasonable. It is an easy way of getting Over the 
difficulty, but the difficulty still remains. They propose to Combine one of the 
west-end boards with one of the side-boards, and Thus make a corner. By 

doing this, the real corner boards are placed on The outside, and thus become 
props or stays. You will see by a careful Reading of the description of the 

tabernacle given by Moses that the Corner boards were connected with the 
west-end boards, and that their Sockets were counted together (Exodus 

26:22-25). That the corner boards were composed of two half boards, each 
three-quarters of a cubit wide, Is evident from the fact that when fastened 

together, they had under Them only the ordinary sockets (Exodus 26:25). Part 
of these corner boards were used in making the west wall, and the remainder 
covered the Thickness of the north and south boards, and extended around on 

the two Sides (Exodus 26:23). All of this is clear. Now the question is, how 
much of these boards was placed on the western wall? 

 
Each of the ordinary Boards of the tabernacle was twenty-seven inches wide, 
allowing Eighteen inches to the cubit. The corner boards were twenty-seven 

Inches wide, but doubled, so part could be used in the western wall, And part 
as above indicated. The boards of the tabernacles must Have been fully four 
and one-half inches thick; this is proven by the Fact that the boards of each 
wall were mortised sufficiently to admit a Bar that passed through the entire 
wall (Exodus 26:28; Exodus 36:33). There is no difficulty in understanding 

how the tabernacle was set up, excepting The western end. The western end 
had six ordinary boards (Exodus 26:22). When these were set up edge to 

edge, they made a wall nine cubits long. The corner boards were composed of 
the same amount of material used in An ordinary board. They were cut 

through the center from end to end, And coupled at the top and bottom so as 
to form a corner (Exodus 26:23-25). Nine inches of each corner board added 

to the width of the western wall; 
four and a half inches rested against the ends of the Two sides, and the half of 

each board extended around on the two sides (Exodus 26:23). The internal 
width of the holy of holies was therefore ten cubits or fifteen feet. 

(http://www.studylight.org/enc/cbc/print.cgi?number=T37) 
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The fact that the tabernacle is 15’ wide is based on the following commentary: 

 
Its basic structure was to be 15 feet wide by 45 feet long by 15 feet high. Over 
an inner lining of embroidered linen (verses 1-6), it was to have a a covering 
woven of goat hair (verses 7-13) and two additional coverings of leather, one 
made from ram skins dyed red and one from the hides of sea cows (verse 14). 
Internally, the ceiling was probably flat, but whether the leather coverings had 

a ridge line with sloping sides (like a tent) is not known.  
(NIV Text Note: Ex 26:1) 

 
Important Observations. This wonderful structure excites Universal 
and continual interest among Bible students. Many of the Details of 

the building, and the worship connected with it, are well Known; 
however, the critical reader and student find some difficulties In 

the architectural details of the building. The tabernacle was, 
Allowing eighteen inches to the cubit, forty-five feet long, fifteen 

Feet wide, and fifteen feet high. The only real difficulties that 
Confront the inquiring student are in reference to the width of the 

Structure, its western wall, and the roof. The tabernacle was 
typical Of the church, and heaven, the New Jerusalem (Exodus 
25:1-40; Exodus 26:1-37 Exodus 27:1-21; Exodus 28:1-43; 

Leviticus 16:1-34; Hebrews 8:1-6; Hebrews 9:22-28; Hebrews 
10:1,19,20). John describes the city of God as follows: "The city 

lieth foursquare, and The length is as large as the breadth; and he 
measured the city with The reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The 

length and the breadth and the Height of it are equal" (Revelation 
21:16). If the holy of holies were ten cubits long, ten cubits wide, 
and ten cubits high, there is a Correspondence between the type 

and the antitype; otherwise there is Not. This view is confirmed by 
the fact that the holy of holies or Oracle in Solomon's temple was 

symmetrical, and its dimensions were Exactly double the 
dimensions of the holy of holies in the Tabernacle (1 Kings 

6:19,20). From these considerations it is evident that the holy of 
holies was symmetrical, hence it was a cube, or ten Cubits wide, 

ten cubits high and ten cubits long. 
(http://www.studylight.org/enc/cbc/print.cgi?number=T37) 

 
And so, the dimensions of the west wall of the tabernacle, given the bases and 
the configuration of the corners would look like this: 
 

Bases Width of each base Total inches Total Feet 
6 bases 27” 162 13.5 
2 corner bases 13.5” (see above) 18 1.5 

Total width of west wall 15’ across 
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The way in which the inner 
linen curtain was draped over 
the uprights is illustrated to the 
right. The 42’ section would’ve 
fit over the structure with a foot 
and a half distance between the 
edge of the curtain and the 
ground. The combined 60’ 
length would’ve run down the 
length of the structure with the 
remaining 15’ going all the way 
down the back of the uprights 
facing west. 
 
Over the embroidered linen curtain, you had three 
additional layers that would serve as protection for the 
inner curtain from the elements. 
 
Goat hair (verse 7) 
Sheepskin dyed red (verse 14) 
Fine leather (verse 14) 

 
Inside the tent, you had the Holy of Holies where the 
Ark of the Covenant was kept. That area was a perfect 
cube (10 cubits or 15’ across, 15’ high and 15’ long). 
Just outside the Holy of Holies was the table and the 
lampstand. Dividing the Holy of Holies from the 
remainder of the Holy Tent was another curtain 
mentioned in Ex 26:31. This was the predecessor to 
the Temple veil that was torn in two when Jesus died 
on the cross (Luke 23:44 [see also Hebrews 9 for an 
explanation as to how the tearing of the veil 
represented Christ’s atoning work on the cross opened 
up the way for man to God]). 
 
The altar is where the burnt offerings were offered up. 
It was 7.5’ square and made of bronze as were all of 
the utensils. 
 
 
 
 
 

A cubit is the first recorded 
unit of length and was one of 
many different standards of 
measurement used through 
history. 

It is based on measuring by 
comparing to one's forearm 
length. The Egyptian 
hieroglyph for the unit shows 
this symbol. It was employed 
consistently through Antiquity, 
the Middle-Ages up to the 
Early Modern Times, especially 
for measuring cords and 
textiles, but also for timbers, 
stone and volumes of grain. 

The distance between thumb 
and another finger to the 
elbow on an average person 
measures about 24 digits or 
6 palms or 1½ feet. This is 
about 45 cm or 18 inches. 
This is sometimes referred to 
as a "natural cubit" of 1½ feet 
and was used in the Roman 
system of measures and in 
different Greek systems. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Cubit, accessed 4/22/2009) 

 

15’ 

45’ 

15’ 



 36 

The Holy Tent was surrounded by a 
wall of fine linen curtains that was 
150’ feet long and 75’ wide.  
 
The east side of the courtyard was the 
entrance. Here the wall had a gap that 
served as the entryway. See below: 
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Entrance (Ex 27:16) 
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The materials used in building the tabernacle were pristine and uniquely suited 
for the construction of God’s House. 
 
Beginning Exodus 25… 
 

Resource Reference Acacia 
Wood 

Gold Silver Bronze Fine Linen Misc 

Ark of the Covenant Ex 25:10-22       
Table1 Ex 25:23-30       
Lampstand Ex 25:31-40       
Inner Curtain2 Ex 26:1-6       
Uprights Ex 26:15       
Bases Ex 26:19-25       
Crossbars3 Ex 26:26       
Veil4 Ex 26:31       
Altar Ex 27:1-8       
Courtyard Curtains5 Ex 27:9-10       
Courtyard Bases Ex 27:10       
Courtyard Entrance Ex 27:16-17       
Miscellaneous6 Ex 27:19       

 
1 the table was made of acacia wood and overlaid with gold. The plates, 
dishes, pitchers and bowls were all made of pure gold. 
 
Acacia wood: A strong, resilient kind of lumber that was impervious to normal 
types of deterioration, especially the attack of insects due to its scent that had 
a tendency to repel desert pests. 
 

Acacia wood was a strong, resilient wood that grew up in desert climates. It 
could survive the harsh environment because its rood grew very deep.  The 

tree itself never grew tall.  In fact, most acacia trees only grow to a height of 
15-30 feet.  This tree was not affected by disease nor animal infestations 
because of the strong odor in the fiber of its wood. (“Our Experience of 

Acacia Wood - The Strong and Proper Humanity” “For the Believers in 
the Body of Christ”, http://www.churchinwestland.org/id537.htm,  

accessed May 5th, 2009) 
 
2 tabernacle curtains were joined in the center using fifty gold clasps. The 
curtains were made out of fine linen with blue, purple and scarlet yarn. 
 
3 the crossbars were overlaid with gold 
 
4 the uprights for the inner curtain were acacia wood overlaid with gold and 
positioned using four silver bases. The curtain itself was made out of blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn. 
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5 The courtyard curtains were made out of finely twisted linen and utilized 
silver hooks instead of gold like the tabernacle. 
 
6 The tent pegs were bronze as was anything else that wasn’t specifically 
covered in the instructions. 
 
Everything about the tabernacle’s construction was both quality and 
intentional. Even the oil used for the lamps was made out of clear olive oil 
which burned with little to no smoke – and these were to be kept lit all night 
long (Ex 27:21). 
 
Ex 28: 1-43 – The first thing that I notice is the fact that Aaron and his sons 
are “called out,” they are “separated” which reminds me of how all Christians 
are called out from the populace and set apart as priests. 
 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who 

called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9) 
 
Another thing is the fact that they have new clothes which is also symbolic of 
the way in which we as believers are to be “clothed.” 
 

22You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23to be 
made new in the attitude of your minds; 24and to put on the new self, 

created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  
(Eph 4:22-24) 

 
As a quick aside, Romans 6:12-13 
elaborates on the dynamic being referred to 
by the verse above in a way that prevents 
the casual Christian / friendly heathen from 
remaining comfortable in their approach to 
a form of godliness that’s devoid of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit and / or a willingness 
to remain spiritually immature. 
 

1. The first step in the process of 
becoming a mature believer is to 
accept Christ as your Savior (Rom 
6:5-7; 10:9-10) 

 

12Therefore do not let sin reign 
in your mortal body so that 
you obey its evil desires. 13Do 
not offer the parts of your 
body to sin, as instruments of 
wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God, as those 
who have been brought from 
death to life; and offer the 
parts of your body to him as 
instruments of righteousness. 
(Rom 6:12-13) 
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2. The second step is referred to in verse 12, which is to become in 
experience what you already are in position in that you’re intentionally 
abstaining from sinful behavior and thought processes (verse 12). 

 
3. The final step is offering yourself to God, that He may work through you 

unhindered (verse 13).  
 

The clothes that the priests were to wear included: 
 

• a chest covering 
• a holy vest 
• an outer robe 
• a woven inner robe 
• a turban 
• a cloth belt 

 
The vest, or ephod (pronounced “EE-fahd”), used gold, blue, purple and red 
thread along with fine linen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ephod 
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The NIV Test note associated with this text describes it as a 
“sleeveless vestment worn by the high priest. Sometimes the 
word refers to an otherwise unidentified object of worship 
(Jud 8:27; 18:17; Hos 3:4).” 
 
The ephod (pictured above) had a belt attached to it that 
went around the priest’s waist. There were two onyx stones 
fastened to the top of each shoulder strap, on which were 
engraved the twelve names of the sons of Israel, six sons on 
each stone (for more info about the gems of the Bible, refer 
to www.preciousstonesofthebible.com). According to 
Josephus, the engraved onyx stones on the shoulders were 
designed so that the names of the six eldest sons were 
engraved on the stone on the right shoulder, and those of the six youngest 
sons on the stone on the left shoulder. 
 
Attached to each of these stones was 
a chain that was used to support the 
breastplate. The breastplate has a 
very specific design and was worn by 
the priest to help him make decisions 
(Ex 28:15). 
 
It was nine inches square and had 
twelve precious stones, on each were 
engraved the names of the twelve 
sons of Israel. 
 
The breastplate was anchored by two 
gold chains. The top chain was 
attached to the chain that spanned 
the two onyx stones on top of the shoulders. The two 
bottom chains were fastened to the two bottom 
shoulder straps of the ephod. 
 
In the breastpiece were kept the Urim and the 
Thummim (pronounced “YOO-rim” and “THUM-im”).  
 
The Hebrew for this phrase means “the cureses and the 
perferctions.” The Hebrew word Urim begins with the 

first letter of the Hebrew alphabet (aleph) and 
Thummim begins with the last letter (taw). They were 
sacred lots and were often used tin times of crisis to 

determine the will of God (see Num 27:21). It has been 

 

Onyx stones are 
usually either 
black or white 

 

21He shall stand before Eleazar 
the priest, who shall inquire for 
him before the Lord by the 
judgment of the Urim [one of 
two articles in the priest's 
breastplate worn when asking 
counsel of the Lord for the 
people]. At Joshua's word the 
people shall go out and come 
in, both he and all the Israelite 
congregation with him. (Num 
27:21 [AMP]) 
 
The lot is cast into the lap, but 
its every decision is from the 
LORD. (Prov 16:33) 
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suggested that if Urim (“curses”) dominated when the lots were cast the 
answer was “no,” but if Thummim (“perfections”) dominated it was “yes.” In 

any event, their “every decision” was “from the Lord.” (Prov 16:33). (NIV Text 
Note: Ex 28:30) 

 
Aaron also wore a turban that, with the help of a blue cord (28:37), was 
fastened a gold plate that had the words, “Holy to the Lord.” Aaron was to 
wear this whenever he performed priestly duties and by doing so symbolically 
bore the guilt of the gifts the Israelites dedicated to the Lord. 
 
Matthew Henry: 
 
Aaron must have this upon his forehead, that he may bear the iniquity of the 
holy things (v. 38), and that they may be accepted before the Lord. Herein he 
was a type of Christ, the great Mediator between God and man, through whom 

it is that we have to do with God. (1.) Through him what is amiss in our 
services is pardoned. The divine law is strict; in many things we come short of 

our duty, so that we cannot but be conscious to ourselves of much iniquity 
cleaving even to our holy things; when we would do good evil is present; even 
this would be our ruin if God should enter into judgment with us. But Christ, 

our high priest, bears this iniquity, bears it for us so as to bear it from us, and 
through him it is forgiven to us and not laid to our charge. (2.) Through him 

what is good is accepted; our persons, our performances, are pleasing to God 
upon the account of Christ’s intercession, and not otherwise, 1 Pt. 2:5. His 

being holiness to the Lord recommends all those to the divine favour that are 
interested in his righteousness, and clothed with his Spirit; and therefore he 

has said it was for our sakes that he sanctified himself, Jn. 17:19. Having such 
a high priest, we come boldly to the throne of grace, Heb. 4:14–16. 

 
The “uniform” of the priest looked like this:  
 

 
1 The robe, which was blue, had “pomegranates” (pronounced “PAHM-ih-
granite”). A pomegranate is actually a “several-celled reddish berry that is 
about the size of an orange with a thick leathery skin and many seeds with 
pulpy crimson arils [exterior covering] of tart flavor (Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary). In this instance, the pomegranates where the robe was concerned 
were balls made of blue, purple and scarlet yarn. 
 
In between each of the pomegranates was a bell that rang as the priest moved 
about in the Holy Place. According to Jewish tradition, since going into the Holy 

Linen Undergarments Robe1 Ephod Breastpiece Turban 
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of Holies could result in the death of the priest, a rope was tied to his ankle so 
if those listening outside could no longer hear the sound of the bells, they 
would know to give the rope a tug to make sure he was still OK, or use the 
rope to retrieve the body of the priest. 
 
All of this points to the fact that worship is serious business. The priests could 
not afford to take their duties lightly. They were responsible for standing in 
God’s Presence and to do so with a flippant, casual attitude was to invite the 
wrath of God. 
 
An example would be in Leviticus 10:1-3: 
 

1 Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them 
and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the 

LORD, contrary to his command. 2 So fire came out from the presence 
of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3 
Moses then said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD spoke of when he 

said: “ 'Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the 
sight of all the people I will be honored.' " Aaron remained silent. 

 
 

Nadab and Abihu (pronounced NAY-dab and uh-BIGH-hyoo) were being 
disobedient… 
 

Do not offer on this altar any other incense or any burnt offering or 
grain offering, and do not pour a drink offering on it. (Ex 30:9) 

 
And these guys weren’t the last ones to be rebuked for their offensive 
attitudes. Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-11 and those who Paul referred to 
as having “fallen asleep” in 1st Corinthians: 
 
29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the 
Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That is why many among 

you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31But if 
we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.  

(1 Cor 11:29-31) 
 

God is not being unnecessarily mean or harsh. Rather, He’s insisting on what 
represents appropriate protocol and to thumb our noses at His Holiness by 
being disobedient is a foul and even lethal response. 
 

22 But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD?  To obey is 

better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 
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23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil 
of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has 

rejected you as king." (1 Sam 15:22-23) 
 

Sin, then, is not something to be glossed over as an unfortunate oversight. 
While some sins represent honest mistakes, others are willful sins – sins 
committed out of spite and those can have terrible consequences like the 
repercussions suffered by Nadab and Abihu. 
 
 
Exodus 29 – 30:10 – Aaron and his sons were consecrated by God. The 
Hebrew phrase for “consecrating” is “filling of the hand.” That probably came 
from the fact that the priests had something put in their hand that they were 
then to bring before the Lord. 
 
The ceremony that Aaron and his sons were to participate in was a big deal. 
This was the first time anything like this had been done and it was intended to 
make a big impression, both on those that were serving as priests as well as 
those that were looking from the outside in. 
 
At the entrance to the Tent of Meeting 
 
The ceremony was to take place in front of the Tent of 
Meeting, within the courtyard by the altar (29:4). 
 
Washed and Attired Appropriately 
 
Aaron and his sons were to be washed and in the 
clothes specified for the high priest and “lower” priests 
(29:4). 
 
Anointed With Oil 
 
Aaron was to have the oil placed on his head (Lev 
21:10). His sons were to be anointed by mixing the 
anointing oil along with the blood from the altar and 
sprinkling that on their garments. Aaron was also to 
have his garments sprinkled with the blood / oil 
mixture, but his station as High Priest included his 
being anointed with the oil on his head. The anointing 
oil is elaborated on in Exodus 30:22-33 as far as what 
it was and how it was prepared. 
 
 

The Consecration of the 
Priests, as far as the 
offerings and ceremonies, 
are similar to the Sin 
Offering described in 
Leviticus 4, but with some 
differences. The most 
obvious distinctive is that 
the Sin Offering had the 
High Priest sprinkling the 
blood of the bull: 
 
• Seven times before the 

veil separating the Holy 
Of Holies for the rest of 
the tabernacle 

 
• On the horns of the 

altar of incense 
 
• The rest was poured 

out at the base of the 
altar at the entrance to 
the Tent of Meeting 
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Consecration of the Priests (The Sacrifice of a Bull and Two Male 
Sheep) 
 
In order for the high priest to be able to intercede for the community, he first 
had to atone for his own sins which he did through the Sin Offering (see Lev 
4:3). 
 
There were two types of sin offerings, one that the high priest offered up for 
himself, the other for either the leader of a nation or a private individual. 
 
You had three important principles represented in the sin offering: 
 
Substitution – presenting the sacrifice 
Identification – the individual making the sacrifice would place their hand on 
the animal being slaughtered 
The death of the animal – atonement being made through the death of the 
animal (see below): 
 
 

For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to 
make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes 

atonement for one's life. (Lev 17:11) 
 

The procedure for making a sin offering for the high priest looked like this: 
 
1) Present the bull at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting (Sin Offering) 
 
You couldn’t make this sacrifice at some random location. It had to be done at 
the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.  
 
2) Lay your hand on the head of the animal 
 
With this gesture, you identified yourself with the animal that was about to be 
slaughtered. 
 
1) Slaughter the bull 

 
See Leviticus 17:11. 
 
Using your right forefinger, you were to dip your finger into the blood and 
sprinkle it on the horns of the altar. 
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The horns of the altar symbols of help and refuge, as well as the atoning power 
of the altar. 

 
Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, so he got up and went to take hold 

of the horns of the altar. (1 Kings 1:50 [HCSB]) 
 

When the news reached Joab, who had conspired with Adonijah 
though not with Absalom, he fled to the tent of the LORD and took hold 

of the horns of the altar. (1 Kings 2:28) 
 

2The Lord is my Rock, my Fortress, and my 
Deliverer; my God, my keen and firm Strength in 

Whom I will trust and take refuge, my Shield, 
and the Horn of my salvation, my High Tower. 

(Psalm 18:2 [AMP]) 
 
The remaining blood was poured out at the base of the 
altar. 
 
2) Burn the fat that covers the organs, the best part 

of the liver and burn them on the altar. Take the 
bull’s meat, skin and intestines and burn it outside 
the camp. 

 
The fat of an animal used as a sacrifice was reserved for that very purpose and 
it was because of its place on the altar that the Israelites were commanded not 
to eat the fat of an animal that was typically used as a burnt offering. 
 
The very first sacrifice mentioned in Scripture is in Genesis 4 where Cain and 
Abel both brought their offerings before the Lord. Abel brought the “fat” 
portions from the firstborn of his flock. 
 

But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. 
The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, (Gen 4:5) 

 
16 The priest shall burn them on the altar as food, an offering made by 
fire, a pleasing aroma. All the fat is the LORD's. 17 " 'This is a lasting 
ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live: You must 

not eat any fat or any blood.' " (Lev 3:16-17) 
 

"Say to the Israelites: 'Do not eat any of the fat of cattle, sheep or 
goats…Anyone who eats the fat of an animal from which an offering by 

fire may be made to the LORD must be cut off from his people.  
(Lev 7:23, 25) 

Some translations use the 
term “offal” to describe the 
trimmings removed from a 
butchered animal. The word 
is pronounced much like the 
word “awful,” but with an 
“O” (Auh-ful) You’ll also 
find the term “viscera” used 
in this kind of description 
which is the plural form of 
“viscus.” “Viscus” is a 
general term that refers to 
an internal organ. It’s 
pronounced “VIH-scus” and 
viscera is pronounced “VIH-
ser-ah.” 
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The ceremony that provided for the ordination of priests had the entire bull 
burned. The fat was burned on the altar, everything else was burned outside 
the camp. 
 
Fact is, there were two types of sin offerings. One was for the priest himself. 
This had the entire bull burned and it’s covered in detail in Leviticus 3:3-21. 
The other kind of sin offering was for the leader of a nation or a private 
individual. In this instance, the meat was eaten by the priest rather than it 
being burned (see Lev 6:26).  
 
3) Sacrifice a ram (Burnt offering) 

 
The next step was to present two rams without defect. With the first ram, you 
placed your hand on the ram to identify yourself with the sacrifice, slaughtered 
it and sprinkled the altar on all sides with the blood. Then you were to clean 
the animal, arrange its parts on the altar and burn it as a burnt offering. 
 
The first step was to sacrifice the bull as a sin offering to remove the sin of the 
priest. The next step was to offer the burnt offering that signified complete 
dedication to God. 
 
4) Sacrifice the Second Ram (Peace Offering) 

 
With this sacrifice, you laid your hand on the ram, slaughtered it, then put 
some of the blood and put it behind the lobe of your right ear which 
symbolized being sensitive to God and His Word. Then you put some of the 
blood on your right thumb and your right big toe and that symbolized a life of 
service on God’s behalf. 
 
After that you were to sprinkle the rest of the blood on the sides of the altar. 
From the blood that was sprinkled on the altar, take some of that and mix it 
with the anointing oil and sprinkle it on the clothes of Aaron and his sons. 
 
5) Wave Offering 

 
The “Wave Offering” was called that because of the way in which you were to 
present it to the Lord – by “waving” it before him. 
 
In the ceremony of consecrating Aaron and his sons, you took the choice parts 
of the ordination ram (the second one being used as the Peace Offering) along 
with a loaf of bread, a cake made with oil and a wafer and place it in the hands 
of Aaron and his sons. They were to wave it before the Lord, then place it on 
the altar where it was burned. 
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After that you did the same thing with the breast of the ram. You put it the 
hands of Aaron, he waved it before the Lord, but this time, Aaron and his sons 
were allowed to keep the breast and the thigh of the ram for themselves as 
their share for food.  
 
Matthew Henry… 
 
There must be a burnt-offering, a ram wholly burnt, to the honour of God, in 

token of the dedication of themselves wholly to God and to his service, as 
living sacrifices, kindled with the fire and ascending in the flame of holy love, 
v. 15–18. The sin-offering must first be offered and then the burnt-offering; 

for, till guilt be removed, no acceptable service can be performed, Isa. 
6:7.Thirdly, There must be a peace-offering; it is called the ram of 

consecration, because there was more in this peculiar to the occasion than in 
the other two. In the burnt-offering God had the glory of their priesthood, in 
this they had the comfort of it; and, in token of a mutual covenant between 
God and them, 1. The blood of the sacrifice was divided between God and 

them (v. 20, 21); part of the blood was sprinkled upon the altar round about, 
and part put upon them, upon their bodies (v. 20), and upon their garments, 
v. 21. Thus the benefit of the expiation made by the sacrifice was applied and 

assured to them, and their whole selves from head to foot sanctified to the 
service of God. The blood was put upon the extreme parts of the body, to 

signify that it was all, as it were, enclosed and taken in for God, the tip of the 
ear and the great toe not excepted. We reckon that the blood and oil sprinkled 

upon garments spot and stain them; yet the holy oil, and the blood of the 
sacrifice, sprinkled upon their garments, must be looked upon as the greatest 
adorning imaginable to them, for they signified the blood of Christ, and the 

graces of the Spirit, which constitute and complete the beauty of holiness, and 
recommend us to God; we read of robes made white with the blood of the 

Lamb. 2. The flesh of the sacrifice, with the meat-
offering annexed to it, was likewise divided between 
God and them, that (to speak with reverence) God 

and they might feast together, in token of friendship 
and fellowship. (1.) Part of it was to be first waved 
before the Lord, and then burnt upon the altar; part 
of the flesh (v. 22), part of the bread, for bread and 
flesh must go together (v. 23); these were first put 
into the hands of Aaron to be waved to and fro, in 
token of their being offered to God (who, though 

unseen, yet compasses us round on every side), and 
then they were to be burnt upon the altar (v. 24, 
25), for the altar was to devour God’s part of the 

sacrifice. 
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This ceremony of ordaining the priests took seven days. You were to repeat 
this process once a day for seven days.  
 
In addition, two lambs were offered every day. One in the morning and one at 
night. With the first lamb, you included some flour mixed some oil and wine. 
These were considered a grain offering and a drink offering. The lamb at night 
was sacrificed by itself. 
 
This was how the priests were ordained and how the tabernacle itself was 
consecrated for the glory of God. 
 
Beginning chapter 30, you have the description for 
the altar of incense. The dimensions are below and 
it was positioned in front of the curtain of the 
Tabernacle, just before you entered the Holy of 
Holies. 
 
It was made of acacia wood and overlaid with pure 
gold. You also had a total of four gold rings 
positioned just below the molding where you 
inserted two poles made of acacia wood. This was 
the way in which the altar was picked up and 
transported from place to place. 
 
The incense was a concoction made according to 
the recipe in verses 34-48. 
 
On the Day of Atonement, also known as Yom Kippur, Aaron would enter the 
Holy of Holies. On this day, atonement would be made for the priest as well as 
the Israelites and all of the articles and facilities represented by the tabernacle 
itself. This is covered in more detail in Leviticus 16. 
 
Aaron would make atonement for the altar of incense by sprinkling blood on its 
four horns. Another thought: The altar of incense is used as an illustration of 
Christ’s sacrifice and the pattern that we need to imitate in our own lives. 
 
1Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life 
of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God. (Eph 5:1-2) 
 

Matthew Henry: 
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The mediation of Christ. The brazen altar in the court was a type of Christ 
dying on earth; the golden altar in the sanctuary was a type of Christ 

interceding in heaven, in virtue of his satisfaction. This altar was before the 
mercy-seat; for Christ always appears in the presence of God for us; he is our 

advocate with the father (1 Jn. 2:1), and his intercession is unto God of a 
sweet-smelling savour. 

 
Exodus 30:11-31:18 – Moses is ordered to count all 
those Israelites who are twenty years or older and 
each must give 1/5th of an ounce of silver (about 
two days wages). This was the temple tax that was 
collected annually to offset the expenses incurred by 
the running of the tabernacle. This was the same tax 
that Jesus paid by telling Peter to go and cast a 
fishhook into the sea and open the mouth of the first 
fish that is caught. In its mouth was a coin that 
Peter was to use to pay the tax for both Jesus and 
himself (Matt 17:27). 
 
It’s interesting to note that this tax was across the 
boards. Unlike the tithe where the amount would 
differ depending on your income, this was a dollar 
amount that was fixed for both the poor and the 
rich.  
 
It was to remind the Israelites that their lives had been bought back. 
 
Matthew Henry… 
 

…this tribute was to be paid as a ransom of the soul, that there might be no 
plague among them. Hereby they acknowledged that they received their lives 
from God, that they had forfeited their lives to him, and that they depended 
upon his power and patience for the continuance of them; and thus they did 
homage to the God of their lives, and deprecated those plagues which their 

sins had deserved. 
 

In verse 17, Moses is given instructions to build a bronze basin which would 
hold water that Aaron and his sons would use to wash their hands and feet 
before entering the Tent of Meeting.  
 
Although they might’ve been clean from having washed up at the house 
beforehand, this was still something they were expected to do as a matter of 
ceremony. You never just walked into God’s Presence without having made a 
point of ensuring that your sin had been properly atoned for and you had been 
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“cleansed.” To walk into the Tent or to even approach the altar to minister 
before the Lord without having washed your hands and feet using the water 
from the basin would result in death. 
 
Sin is a serious offense before the Lord. You don’t regard it lightly. While 
atonement for the New Testament believer is readily available and the New 
Covenant makes for an intimate relationship between ourselves and God, it 
can never be glossed over as a casual given.  
 

 

I wash my hands in innocence, and go about your altar, O LORD, 
(Psalm 26:6) 

 

8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. (Jas 4:8) 

 
Moses was then told to make oil using 12 pounds of myrrh, six pounds of 
cinnamon, six pounds of sweet smelling cane and twelve pounds of cassia. 
 
Myrrh – “a yellowish-brown to reddish-brown aromatic gum resin with a bitter, 
slightly pungent taste obtained from a tree.” (Merriam Webster). The NIV Text 
Note identifies it as balsam sap. 
 
Cane – defined as the pith from the root of a reed plant. “Pith” is “…a usually 
continuous central strand of spongy tissue in the stems of most vascular plants 
that probably functions chiefly in storage” (Merriam Webster) 
 
Cassia – “a dried, course cinnamon bark” (Merriam Webster) 
 
You would use the oil to anoint both people and things, thus setting them 
apart for God’s service. “Things” included the Meeting Tent, the Ark of the 
Covenant, the table and all the dishes, lampstand, tools – everything. Then of 
course, Aaron and his sons were anointed with this oil as well.  
 
You were not to use this oil for any other purpose other than the sacred 
anointing of the priests and the tabernacle articles. If anyone were to try, the 
penalty was to be cut off from the community. 
 
The phrase “cut off from his people” is used on occasion to describe the 
penalty for doing something wrong. It meant to either be banished or 
executed. One of the first times the phrase is used is when Abram is told by 
God to circumcise himself. This act was basically saying: “If I am not loyal in 
faith and obedience to the Lord, may the sword of the Lord cut off me and my 
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offspring as I have cut off my foreskin” (see Gen 17:14). It was a serious 
commitment and you only compromised this kind of covenant on pain of death. 
 
For an example of the death penalty being associated with the phrase, “…cut 
off from his people,” look at Exodus 31:14: 
 

14 " 'Observe the Sabbath, because it is holy to you. Anyone who 
desecrates it must be put to death; whoever does any work on that 

day must be cut off from his people. (Ex 31:14) 
 
 
In the last part of chapter 30, Moses is given instructions as to how to prepare 
the incense which was used to mask the nasty smell of the carcasses being 
burned, but also to symbolize the prayers of God’s people as well as the 
pleasing nature of Christ’s sacrifice and the pattern His work on the cross 
establishes for us (see Eph 5:1-2).  
 
The ingredients were specific, though not as rare as those used in the 
anointing oil.  
 
Gum resin – a powder taken from the middle of hardened drops of myrrh (this 
was rare and very valuable) 
 
Onycha – made from mollusk shells (shellfish) 
 
Galbanum – a rubbery resin taken from the roots of a flowering plant that 
thrives in Syria and Persia. 
 
Frankincense – gum resin from a genus (pronounced “JEE-nus” which refers to 
a specific biological class or group) of trees that grow in Somalia (country 
along the eastern coast of Africa) and along the southern coast of Arabia. 
 
Again, this was not to be used for common purposes. Rather, it was special, 
sacred and to be used only in the context of worship. 
 
In chapter 31, we’re introduced to Bezalel and Oholiab (pronounced BEHZ uh 
lehl and oh HOHL lih ab). 
 
God elaborates more on Bezalel than Oholiab, but it’s obvious that the same 
kind of dynamics apply. 
 
God has filled both of them with the “Spirit of God” in a way that equips them 
with the skill to make the creative elements of the Tabernacle. This passage 
serves as a great way to prove that all talent is ultimately from God. While you 
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have the Fruits of the Spirit that allow for ministry, these kind of God-given 
skills are what allow you to excel in the marketplace. 
 
When you think about it, this is huge. The Israelites have spent all their years 
in bondage as bricklayers. There are no jewelers or people who were skilled as 
jewelers. Yet, God takes care of that. He puts Bezalel in charge. He’s the 
grandson of Hur, probably the same that held up Moses’ hands (Ex 17:12). 
Bezalel is from the tribe of Levi, who has enjoyed a significant amount of honor 
as far as it being the tribe that has produced Moses and Aaron along with his 
sons. Oholiab, on the other hand, is from Dan, one of the least significant 
tribes. 
 
Chapter 31 deals with the Sabbath.  
 
The Sabbath is first mentioned in Ex 16:23 so from that standpoint, it is the 
first law ever mentioned and is later made a part of the ten commandments. 
So, it was a part of the moral law (Ex 16:23), the judicial law (Ex 20:8-11) and 
here it is made a part of the ceremonial law.  
 
While the work for creating the tabernacle was obviously a priority, it was still 
to be done in a way that accommodated the Sabbath. Here is where the 
Sabbath is included in the observance of religious ceremonies in that all work 
must be done in six days, the Sabbath will be different, it will be holy. 
 
The Sabbath was an outward behavior that distinguished the Israelites from all 
other peoples and it was to be strictly observed. To profane it was to invite the 
death penalty. 
 
Over the following centuries, the Jewish religious authorities would become so 
detailed in their observance of the Sabbath that it became a laborious 
regimen. Jesus qualified things: 
 

11He said to them, "If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on 
the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? 12How much 

more valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good 
on the Sabbath." (Matt 12:11-12) 

 
27Then he said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 

the Sabbath. 28So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath."  
(Mark 2:14) 

 
In the Mark passage, Jesus begins by citing what David did in the days of 
Abiathar, the high priest. Matthew recounts it in more detail: 
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3He answered, "Haven't you read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry? 4He entered the house of God, and he and 
his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for 
them to do, but only for the priests. 5Or haven't you read in the Law 
that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate the day and 
yet are innocent? 6I tell you that one[a] greater than the temple is 

here. 7If you had known what these words mean, 'I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice,'[b] you would not have condemned the innocent. 8For the Son 

of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." (Matt 12:3-8) 
 

Each Sabbath, 12 fresh loaves were set on a table in the Holy (Ex 25:30) and 
they were to only be eaten by the priests. Jesus’ point is that He, like David, 
represented two godly men doing something technically forbidden. But, 
because it always lawful to do good, both David and Jesus were well within 
godly / lawful parameters. 
 
Exodus 32 – 33:23 – How many times do I establish other “gods” when the 
Redeemer of my soul falls short of my expectation? This was the caliber of the 
Israelites faith. Despite the parting of the Red Sea, all of the signs and 
wonders God performed leading up to the Exodus, the destruction of the most 
powerful army on Earth, the Israelites were not even remotely committed. Or, 
if they were, it was only when it was convenient to be so. It seems as though 
there was a desire to rebel perpetually lurking just below the surface, waiting 
for slightest provocation to reveal itself.  
 
Aaron seems to be caught in the middle of all 
this. According to Matthew Henry, “The Jews 
have a tradition that his colleague Hur opposing 
it the people fell upon him and stoned him (and 
therefore we never read of him after) and that 
this frightened Aaron into a compliance.” 
Whatever the impetus for casting aside his own 
personal commitment to Jehovah, Aaron yields 
to the wishes of the people, although in verse 
five it would seem that he tries to reign them in 
by saying there would be a festival to the Lord 
the next day. But in verse six, the people 
respond by having an orgy. 
 
The calf that was made was probably inspired in 
part by the Egyptian god, Apis, which was the 
image of a bull and was initially associated with 
fertility. Perhaps that’s why Israel’s descent into sexual depravity was such a 
logical segue once the decision was made to abandon their regard for God. 
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Look at God’s reaction to all this. He’s ready to wipe them all out in verse nine. 
Had it not been for Moses begging His indulgence, Israel would’ve been 
destroyed on the spot. 
 
The tribe of Levi distinguishes themselves in the midst of all this. When Moses 
arrives at the camp and sees all of Israel acting like a fool, he summons all 
those who would follow God to him and issues a command that anyone who 
was not among their ranks must be put to the sword. 
 
3000 men died that day, but according to verse 35, the Lord’s wrath wasn’t 
wholly expended. He would continue to punish the Israelites for their sin for an 
undefined amount of time in the form of a plague. 
 
Bottom line: Don’t take sin lightly. God is not to be trifled with and any kind of 
rebellion is heinous in his sight.  
 
Come chapter 33. God gives the order to Moses to get moving. They are to go 
take possession of the land of Canaan, but, God Himself would not go with 
them. Instead, He would send an angel to protect them. The grumbling and 
rebellion the Israelites were guilty of up to this point, would be less offensive 
to an angel than God Himself and God is still pretty peeved with His children. 
He shows this by having the Hebrews remove all of their jewelry. It’s a fitting 
act of discipline in light of their jewelry having been removed just a short while 
ago for the express purpose of creating an idol. 
 
Beginning in verse seven, you have a description of the Meeting Tent. This was 
the precursor to the tabernacle that would be built later. 
 
The tent was located outside the camp and anytime someone wanted to bring 
an issue before God, they would go to the tent. Whenever Moses went to the 
Tent, everyone would stand outside the entrance to their own tent and worship 
as God, in the form of a pillar of cloud, would come to rest just outside the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
 
The Lord spoke to Moses face to face as a man speaks with a friend. When the 
dialogue was concluded, Moses would return to the camp, but Joshua would 
stay at the Tent as long as the pillar of cloud remained. 
 
In the conversation reported in verses 12-17, Moses asks God to reconsider is 
not going with the Israelites. God agrees because He is pleased with Moses. 
That’s significant in that a Divine decision was rescinded due to the faithfulness 
of one man. Moses than asks God to show him His glory. God’s face cannot be 
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seen by mortal man – His goodness is that intense. But God allows Moses to 
see his back while He covers him with His Hand. 
 
Ex 34 – 35:9 The first thing that Moses has to do is cut two new stone tablets 
to replace the ones that he broke (Ex 32:19). God doesn’t rebuke Moses for 
breaking them, but He doesn’t offer to make new ones either. 
 
That strikes me in that there are consequences to your actions. Not that Moses 
“sinned” by breaking the tablets, but it was sin of the Israelites that inspired 
those tablets to be shattered. And while God is still willing to rewrite the Law, 
Moses has to first make some new writing tablets. 
 
Moses is commanded to appear the next morning with the new stone tablets in 
hand. He’s told that no one else may come up with him – no one, including 
livestock, would be able to even draw near to the mountain itself. 
 
God’s Presence automatically qualifies something as holy. In Numbers 3:10, 
you see how the sanctuary is set apart in a way where no Tom, Dick or Harry 
could just walk in without being put to death. God’s Holiness is to be revered 
and respected. 
 

10 Appoint Aaron and his sons to serve as priests; anyone else who 
approaches the sanctuary must be put to death." (Num 3:10) 

 
 
The chart to the right 
expounds on the named 
“YHWH,” which is 
translated as “Yahweh,” 
or “the Lord” in English. 
 
While the name, 
“Yahweh” is frequently 
used as God’s Name, 
He will add 
characteristics to that 
Name which makes for 
a very rich 
understanding of all 
that God is (Jehovah 
Jireh, Tsidkenu, etc).  
 
Yahweh is merciful, but you’re foolish to think that sin is not taken very 
seriously by God. According to this passage, while God is willing to forgive, He 

Hebrew Letter name Pronunciation 

 "Yodh "Y י

 "He "H ה

 Waw "W" or placeholder for ו
"O"/"U" vowel (see mater 
lectionis) 

 He "H" (or, usually, silent at the ה
ends of words) 
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punishes not only the guilty party for their sin, but also their children, their 
grandchildren, the great grandchildren and their great-great-grandchildren. 
 
In verses 10-13, you see God’s response to Moses’ request for God’s 
forgiveness and company. God acquiesces, but there are conditions. Basically, 
the Israelites need to be fully committed to obeying God and 
not making any treaty with the enemies they’re about to 
remove from the land. In addition, when they go in and 
conquer these people, they are to destroy all things related 
to idolatry which includes the Asherah idols (see graphic to 
the right). 
 
Asherah was the name of the consort of El, the chief 
Canaanite god. Wooden poles, perhaps carved in her image, 
were often set up in her honor and placed near other pagan 
objects of worship. 
 
As a quick side note, the Israelites were capable of coming 
up with their own idols. We’ve already seen the golden calf, 
but in Numbers, Moses is instructed by God to create a 
bronze snake that the Israelites who had been bitten by a poisonous snake 
could look at and be healed. It was a significant thing in light of so many of the 
Hebrews having been bitten by venomous snakes because of they’re having 
spoken against the Lord and against Moses (Num 21:4-9), as a result of a 
plague that God had sent to discipline them for their disobedience. 
 
In verse 14, God refers to Himself as a Jealous God. The word, “jealous” is not 
indicative of a character flaw. Rather, it’s the word, “qanna” and is used only 6 
times in the Old Testament and always in the context of describing God’s love 
for His people.  
 
The NIV Text note expounds on it by saying that the dynamic being 
communicated is analogous to marriage. God is protective and zealous for His 
people just like a loving husband is “jealous” for the affections and 
commitment of his bride. “Quanna” can also be translated as “zeal.” 
 
Matthew Henry: 
 
For the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God, as tender in the matters 
of his worship as the husband is of the honour of the marriage-bed. Jealousy is 
called the rage of a man (Prov. 6:34), but it is God’s holy and just displeasure. 

Those cannot worship God aright who do not worship him alone. 
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It’s amazing to me to see how God pardons His people. They’ve just 
prostituted themselves with a piece of “jewelry” (the golden calf), and here’s 
God now restoring his favor upon the Israelites. Thank You, Father, for Your 
Grace! 
 
He reiterates some things that He’s already said before. You can see that when 
you look at verses 18-26 and compare that to chapter 23:14-19. But it’s 
appropriate to do so in that He’s reinstating His covenant after it having been 
so violated by the Jews just a few days beforehand. 
 
I think it’s significant to look at what God takes the time to repeat in the next 
several verses. It’s like He’s going back and highlighting some things that He 
wants His people to be especially aware of.  
 
Beginning in verse 15, here’s what I’m seeing: 
 
Don’t make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are going. If 
you do, you’ll wind up partaking in their idolatrous rituals, which include eating 
food that’s been sacrificed to man-made deities. You can see now why Paul 
had his hands full when it came to that issue in 1 Corinthians 8:4. 
 
Don’t intermarry with these people because their daughters will entice your 
sons to stray from worshipping the True God and instead worship their idols. 
 
Do not make cast idols as Aaron had done with the golden calf. 
 
Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread. This goes back to Exodus 23 where 
God outlines three annual feasts that were to take place every year; The Feast 
of Unleavened Bread, which commemorated the Exodus out of Egypt. The 
Feast of Harvest, also called the Feast of Weeks because it was held seven 
weeks after the Feast of Unleavened Bread. In later Judaism it came to 
commemorate the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai, although there’s no real 
mention of that association in the Old Testament. And finally the Feast of 
Ingathering, also called the Feast of Tabernacles or Booths (Lev 23:24). This 
commemorated the desert wanderings after the Exodus. 
 
God makes mention of all three again which suggests that they were 
important. Probably because of the role they played in compelling the 
Israelites to recall what God had done for them during the timeframe 
referenced by those traditions. 
 
One thing that really leaps out is the way in which God reiterates the keeping 
of the Sabbath: 
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21 "Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall rest; 
even during the plowing season and harvest you must rest. (Ex 34:21) 

 
“Even during the plowing season and harvest, you must rest.”  
 
Matthew Henry: 
 
Once a week they must rest (v. 21), even in earing time, and in harvest, the 
most busy times of the year. All worldly business must give way to that holy 
rest; harvest-work will prosper the better for the religious observance of the 

sabbath-day in harvest-time. Hereby we must show that we prefer our 
communion with God, and our duty to him, before either the business or the 

joy of harvest. 
 

Although there may seem to be a pressing sense of urgency surrounding the 
accomplishment of a specific task, God makes it clear that He wants us to rest. 
While that can be taken to a legalistic extreme (Matt 12:1-13), the fact 
remains that God expects me to put business aside for the sake of spiritual, 
physical and emotional restoration. 
 
That whole thing about cooking a baby goat in its mother’s milk is probably a 
left over from some of the pagan rituals the Israelites had observed either in 
Egypt or in some neighboring country. Regardless, God said, “No.” 
 
God also reiterates the whole dynamic of redemption as far as how the 
firstborn belongs to Him, which sets up the template that Christ fulfilled on the 
cross. 
 
Finally, in verse 26 he specifies how you are to bring the best of your harvest 
before the Lord. Not the nasty leftovers or what you would otherwise discard -  
your best and nothing less. 
 
Exodus 34 – 35:9 Moses is given the task of cutting his own tablets this time 
around. He broke the first two when he came upon the Israelites rebelling 
against God in the context of the big “party” they were having when he was up 
on the mountain receiving the Law from God (Dt 9:10). 
 
One interesting note: Each tablet contained all Ten Commandments. There 
were two tablets because…  

 
“…according to Near Eastern practice, there were duplicates of the covenant 

document, not two sections of the Ten Commandments. One copy belonged to 
each party of the covenant. Since Israel’s copy was to be laid up in the 
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presence of her God (according to custom), both covenant tablets (God and 
Israel’s) were placed in the ark.” (NIV Text Note) 

 
And, as a side bar, the Ark of the Covenant, in addition to containing the two 
stone tablets, also had… 
 

3Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 
4which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the 
covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that 

had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. (Heb 9:3-4) 
 

When Moses met God at the mountain, God introduces Himself as… 
 
6 The LORD passed in front of Moses and said, "I am the LORD. The LORD 

is a God who shows mercy, who is kind, who doesn't become angry 
quickly, who has great love and faithfulness7 and is kind to thousands 

of people. The LORD forgives people for evil, for sin, and for turning 
against him, but he does not forget to punish guilty people. He will 

punish not only the guilty people, but also their children, their 
grandchildren, their great-grandchildren, and their great-great-

grandchildren." (Ex 34:6-7) 
 

On the surface, it may appear harsh and maybe even a little unfair for God to 
hold a man’s great-great-grandchildren accountable for the sins of their great-
great grandfather. In Joshua 7:24, not only Achan, but his whole family was 
put to death for disobeying God’s command not to take anything from Jericho. 
In Numbers 16, the families of Korah, Dathan and Abriam are all consumed by 
the earth as punishment for having rebelled against Moses and Aaron. 
 
But, here’s the thing: The line of Korah did not die out. You see that in the 
census that was taken in Numbers 26:11. Reason being because his sons were 
smart enough to not join in with their father and his folly. 
 
This demonstrates that God’s mercy is across the board. Yes, He does punish 
the children of those who rebel against Him, but only because that man’s 
descendants tend to be “like father like son” and choose to rebel against God 
as well. Should they repent and separate themselves from their father’s wicked 
ways, they are forgiven (see Lev 26:40; Ez 18). 
 
In Ezekiel 18, you see this fact elaborated upon. The bottom line is that God 
punishes people as their sins deserve. God’s declaration of His intent to punish 
a man’s children for that man’s sin is an attempt to unravel a child’s tendency 
to mimic the example their parents set. At the same time, it provides a parent 
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an additional impetus to not rebel knowing that he is setting his children up for 
failure.  
 
As you continue to read in Ezekiel 18, you see God’s preference when it comes 
to dealing with the wicked. Specifically, He would much rather see a wicked 
man repent than having to punish him. That is the Heart of our Heavenly 
Father! 
 
Starting in verse 10 of Exodus 34, God renews the covenant that had been 
broken by the Israelites thanks to that whole “golden calf” incident.  
 
He begins by reiterating the fact that the Israelites must refrain from making 
any treaty with that nations He was going to drive out. In verse 15, you have 
the beginning of what is referred to as the “Ritual Decalogue” since what God 
chose to reiterate in this reinstated covenant can be broken down into ten 
sections: 
 

1) Don’t make a treaty with the nations that currently live in the 
Promised Land and don’t allow your daughters and sons to 
intermarry with them. 

2) Don’t make any cast idols. 
3) Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
4) The first born of every womb belongs to God. 
5) Don’t be stingy when it comes to your offerings. The exact wording 

is not to show up “empty-handed.” You can see the same 
sentiment expressed in Ex 22:29 and Dt 16:16. 

6) Honor the Sabbath. 
7) Celebrate the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Ingathering. 
8) Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice with anything containing yeast 

and don’t let any of the sacrifice remain until morning. 
9) Bring the best of your firstfruits to the house of the Lord. 
10) Don’t cook a young goat in its mother’s milk. 

 
Verse 28 says that Moses was on the mountain with God for forty days and 
nights just like he had been the first time. 
 
The forty day / forty night timeframe is frequently seen in Scripture…  
 
Scripture Event 

Genesis 7:4 The Flood 

Exodus 24:18 The first time Moses went to receive the Ten Commandments 

Exodus 34:28 The second time Moses received the Ten Commandments from God 

Numbers 13:25 The length of time the spies took to recon the Promised Land 
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Numbers 14:34 
The number of years (one year for every day) the Israelites were required 
to spend wandering in the wilderness. 

Dt 9:18 
The length of time Moses spent on behalf of the Israelites begging for a 
second chance. This is referenced in Ex 31:30-32. 

1 Sam 17:16 The number of days Goliath came and taunted the Israelites 

1 Kings 19:8 

The length of time Elijah traveled to Mount Horeb after having learned that 
Jezebel was out to kill him for what he had done on Mount Carmel 
(challenged the prophets of Baal to a contest where he called down fire 
from Heaven to consume the burnt offering. The prophets of Baal were 
soundly defeated and ultimately put to death.) 

Matt 4:2 The amount of time Jesus spend praying and fasting in the wilderness. 

Acts 1:3 
The length of time Jesus spent on earth after His Resurrection showing 
Himself to various people, proving that He had indeed risen from the 
grave. 

 
It is often seen in the context of a critical period in redemptive history, 
although I’m not sure how Goliath’s taunts would fit into that category. 
 
At the end of chapter 34, we find Moses’ face shining. This is the first time it’s 
referenced in Scripture. In chapter 33, he had asked to see God’s glory and 
God obliged him, but only to the extent that he would 
not die (Ex 33:20). Whether or not his face was shining 
after that encounter, the Bible doesn’t say. But after 
this last time on the mountain, now Moses’ face is 
shining from having spent time in the Presence of God. 
 
Moses used this anomaly to his advantage. The 
Israelites were obviously impressed with his 
appearance, but after a while the “brilliance” would 
fade. Moses didn’t want the Israelites’ regard for him as 
the one who represented God to diminish. So, he would 
put a veil over his face so the Israelites couldn’t tell 
when the glory of the Lord was fading from his face. 
Paul uses Moses’ tactic as an illustration in 2 
Corinthians 3:17-18. In Paul’s letter, he cites the “veil” 
as the thing that keeps the Hebrews from recognizing 
the inadequacy of the Old Covenant. The veil is only 
removed after accepting Christ as Lord and Savior. 
Only then can you see how pointless and impossible it 
is to try and earn God’s favor, especially compared to 
the Redemptive work accomplished by Christ on the 
cross. 
 
Chapter 35 documents the beginning of the building of 
the Tabernacle. It’s significant; therefore, that Moses 

 

Older translations of the Old 
Testament rendered “rays of light” as 
“horns.” Consequently, Michelangelo 
sculpted his Moses with horns coming 
out his head. It was later concluded 
that a more accurate rendering of the 
word, “qâran ‘ôr pânâw” would be 
“shone.” Renaissance tradition 
dominated artistic renderings for a 
season, however, which is why many 
painters during that time depicted 
Moses with horns coming out of his 
head. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses) 
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begins by reiterating the “boundaries” represented by the Sabbath. 
 
You don’t work on Sunday. Period. 
 
The next several verses show the Israelites donating what they had in order to 
construct the Tabernacle according to the design that God had given Moses 
earlier. 
 
At the end of the chapter, you see Bezalel and Oholiab identified once again as 
two individuals who have been specially equipped by God in the art of design. 
With Oholiab, God has also given Him the ability to teach others. So while 
Bezalel and Oholiab are both gifted artists, Oholiab has the Divinely bestowed 
ability to teach others. 
 
And he has given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe 

of Dan, the ability to teach others. (Ex 35:34) 
 
Sometimes you hear people mocking a teacher as one who was incapable of 
performing, so they became a teacher. 
 

He who can, does. He who cannot, teaches. (George Bernard Shaw) 
 

Ex 35:34 pretty much blows that sarcastic assessment of a teacher out of the 
water. Granted, there are a number of teachers who are poor communicators. 
But a great teacher is capable of teaching by example. They are great 
performers who are also gifted with the ability to show others how to be great. 
It is a gift and not a concession! 
 
Ex 35:10 – 36 The thing that caught my attention about this passage is the 
willingness of the people to give. They gave everything that was needed in 
order to build the tabernacle. And while you had Beazlel and Oholiab as the 
principal designers, you also had others that stepped up to the plate and gave 
of themselves and their time to make the actual elements. 
 
It shows how a large group of 
people, giving freely of 
themselves and their 
possessions can accomplish 
something extraordinary. 
 
Ex 37 – 38 
 
The Ark of the Covenant was 
made by Bezalel (Ex 31:2). It 
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was made of acacia wood, which has been discussed previously. The inside and 
out was covered with gold, which is an excellent conductor of electricity, by the 
way. 
 
The Ark of the Covenant represented the Presence of God that was kept in the 
Holy of Holies within the Tabernacle. 
 
It’s design, while distinct, doesn’t necessarily seem extraordinary until you 
take a closer look at it… 
 
Some time ago, we came across a description of a device that displayed all the 

known characteristics and functions of a standard Leyden Jar, although its 
technical sophistication and development was particularly notable. There were, 
though, a couple of problems with it: firstly, that it was approximately 3,500 

years old. And, secondly, that it was the Ark of the Covenant. 
 

That is to say, the Biblical Ark of Moses, the lost golden treasure that once 
stood in the Tabernacle in the wilderness of Sinai the same Ark that led Moses 
and his followers into the Promised Land and stood in the legendary Temple of 
Solomon. The symbol of God's sacred covenant with his chosen people was, 
essentially, a Leyden Jar, a device capable of producing thousands of volts of 
static electricity! (Drudge Report, “The Ark of the Covenant: Ancient Battery”, 

http://www.drudge.com/archive/82351/ark-covenant-ancient-battery, 
accessed April 15, 2010) 

 
It’s important to understand how a 
Leyden Jar works.  
 
First of all, understand that it wasn’t 
invented until 1747 by a a Dutch 
scientist called Pieter Van 
Musschenbroek (1692-1761). He named 
his device, the “Leyden Jar” after his 
hometown. 
 
Conceptually, it looks like this: 
 

• A glass jar coated with tin foil on 
the inside and outside. 

 
• The inside coating of foil is 

connected to a brass knob that 
sticks out of the top of the jar via 
a brass chain.  
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• The brass knob / inside foil layer is charged by connecting it to a 

negatively charged body.  
 

• The abundance of negatively charged particles on the inside of the jar 
repel the negatively charged particles on the outside of the jar which are 
allowed to escape via the ground wire. So the more “negative” the inside 
of the jar is made, the more “positive” the outside of the jar becomes. 

 
• Should you make the mistake of grabbing the brass knob and the outside 

of the jar, you would have a completed circuit and you would receive an 
electrical shock.   

 
Leyden Jars were also called “Leyden Death Jars” because of the lethal amount 
of electricity that was discharged in the context of some of the early 
experiments that were done with them. 
 
The Ark of the Covenant was made of wood that was coated with gold inside 
and out. Negatively charged electrons would accumulate in the interior while 
simultaneously creating a strong positive charge on the outside. Should 
someone make the mistake of touching it in a way that completed an electrical 
circuit… 
 

9 When they came to the threshing floor of Kidon, Uzzah reached out 
his hand to steady the ark, because the oxen stumbled. 10 The LORD's 
anger burned against Uzzah, and he struck him down because he had 

put his hand on the ark. So he died there before God.  
(1 Chron 13:9-10) 

 
Another thing to consider was the Tabernacle…. 
 

The generation of static electricity is totally dependant upon atmospheric 
conditions and friction. When the Temple was first built, the various layers of 
the covers would have been dragged across each other to build up the outer 

coverings. The goat’s hair, being the more abrasive, would have become 
positively charged with static, which would then have spread to every 

conductive surface. The walls, the furniture, the Ark – everything was charged 
with positive, static electricity. The initial charge of static would have been 

very weak, but it would have retained its potential. And under certain 
atmospheric conditions, the initial charge would be dramatically increased and 

maintained by static generated and  
stored in the covers. 
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The charge would slowly build up over the interior surfaces and inside the Ark. 
When the charge in the Ark became strong enough to overcome the air 

resistance between the two cherubim, it would jump the gap between the 
wings and discharge. This would not have been a lightning-like spark, rather a 
glow or corona discharge caused by the pointed wing tips of the cherubim. The 
effect would be an intense burst of brilliant light of considerable duration and 

power, accompanied by noise and heat. The initial discharge from the Ark 
would be fed and maintained by the surrounding positive charge stored in the 
walls and covers. The corona would slowly diminish as the stored charge was 

exhausted and the cycle, depending on conditions, would begin again. 
(setbang, “The Ark of the Covenant”, 

http://drzaius.ics.uci.edu/blogs/setbang/2006/06/the_ark_of_the_covenant.ht
ml, accessed April 15, 2010) 

 
Consider what happened to Nadab (pronounced “NAY-dab”) and Abihu 
(pronounced “uh BIGH-hyoo”): 
 

1 Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and 
added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary 

to his command. 2 So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and 
consumed them, and they died before the LORD. (Lev 10:1-2) 

 
The point being is 
that God had a 
specific design for 
the Ark. Bezalel 
had no idea what 
he was building, 
he was simply 
doing what he 
was told and, 
apparently, by 
doing so, he was 
able to pre-date 
the discovery of 
the Leyden jar by 
over 3000 years. 
 
The dimensions of 
the Ark are what I 
have documented 
to the right. 
Again, Bezalel, as a craftsman, probably had some ideas as to what the Ark 
could’ve looked like based on the designs he was able to bring to the table. But 

 

27” 

45” 

27” 
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by going by God’s design, the end result was not only superb, it was 
supernatural. 
 
It’s the “supernatural” result that you always want to go for. 
 
As an aside, the poles that Bezalel made to carry the ark, while wood, were 
also covered with gold. The question, then, is how were those carrying the ark 
protected from electric shock since gold, as already discussed, was an 
excellent conductor of electricity. Here’s the answer: 
 

Finally, the carrying poles were made from the same wood as the Ark, and 
covered in gold sheeting and attached to the Ark by solid gold rings secured to 

each bottom corner. These rings would have been securely attached to the 
Ark, through the outer earth layer, and secured to the insulating wood without 
touching the inner, positive layer. The Ark could then be safely transported, 

with those carrying it acting as the earth connection; this explains the specific 
instruction that these poles should never be removed. 

(http://www.forteantimes.com/features/articles/106/reengineering_the_ark.html) 
 
(an excellent graphic of the tabernacle and the ark can be found at http://ww1.prweb.com/prfiles/2006/02/20/349111/TEMPLEsml.jpg. I’ve got it as pdf, but 

the dimensions may be a little different from the original, especially since the original, I suspect, is too big for an 8.5 X 11 piece paper) 

 
Another thing to consider was the Tabernacle…. 
 

The generation of static electricity is totally dependant upon atmospheric 
conditions and friction. When the Temple was first built, the various layers of 
the covers would have been dragged across each other to build up the outer 

coverings. The goat’s hair, being the more abrasive, would have become 
positively charged with static, which would then have spread to every 

conductive surface. The walls, the furniture, the Ark – everything was charged 
with positive, static electricity. The initial charge of static would have been 

very weak, but it would have retained its potential. And under certain 
atmospheric conditions, the initial charge would be dramatically increased and 

maintained by static generated and  
stored in the covers. 

 
The charge would slowly build up over the interior surfaces and inside the Ark. 

When the charge in the Ark became strong enough to overcome the air 
resistance between the two cherubim, it would jump the gap between the 

wings and discharge. This would not have been a lightning-like spark, rather a 
glow or corona discharge caused by the pointed wing tips of the cherubim. The 
effect would be an intense burst of brilliant light of considerable duration and 

power, accompanied by noise and heat. The initial discharge from the Ark 
would be fed and maintained by the surrounding positive charge stored in the 
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walls and covers. The corona would slowly diminish as the stored charge was 
exhausted and the cycle, depending on conditions, would begin again. 

 (setbang, “The Ark of the Covenant”, http://drzaius.ics.uci.edu/blogs/setbang/2006/06/the_ark_of_the_covenant.html, accessed April 15, 2010) 
 
 
Bottom line: Fascinating results 
come about through obedience! 
 
The rest of chapter 37 deals with 
the specs for the table, the 
lampstand and the altar of incense, 
which has already been discussed. 
 
Everything was made to be 
portable. The table had four gold 
rings, one attached to each corner 
so wooden poles could be inserted 
into the rings thus providing an 
easy way to carry the table, which was 
probably somewhat heavy and 
cumbersome otherwise. 
 
 
One thing to take note of was the fact 
that everything within the Holy of Holies 
was pure gold. The lampstand, the table, 
the dishes and the Altar of Incense-
everything was gold and / or overlaid with 
gold. 
 
In 2 Samuel 24:24, David says: 
 
But the king replied to Araunah, "No, 
I insist on paying you for it. I will not 
sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt 
offerings that cost me nothing." So 

David bought the threshing floor and 
the oxen and paid fifty shekels of 

silver for them. (2 Sam 24:24) 
 
David’s getting ready to build an altar and make sacrifices to the Lord in order 
to atone for his sin and bring the plague that God had brought upon the land 
of Israel to a halt. When he’s offered the materials for free, he says, “No, I will 
not offer to God that which cost me nothing.” 
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When you consider the craftsmanship and the quality that went into the 
construction of the tabernacle, it reminds you of the fact that God expects and 
deserves our best and not the leftover scraps. 
 
The concept of “firstfruits” addresses this. It’s found throughout Scripture and 
seen below (see also Prov 3:9): 
 
(Heb. resit [tyivaer]; Gk. aparche [ajparchv]). The concept of firstfruits derives 

from God's creation work. Because God created everything that exists, all of 
creation belongs to him ( Psalm 24:1 ). Consequently, that which is first and 

best belongs to him and is to be given to him. 
 

Because of God's creative power and ownership of all, the Bible instructs 
believers to give God the best of the animal sacrifices (see Lev. 1-5). The land 

is also viewed as a gift from God and the best of it, its "firstfruits, " is to be 
given to him: crops ( Exodus 23:16 Exodus 23:19 ), the wheat harvest ( Exod 
34:22 ; Lev 2:14 ; 23:20 ), olive oil ( Num 18:12 ; Deut 18:4 ), the finest new 
wine ( Num 18:12 ; Deut 18:4 ), honey ( 2 Chron 31:5 ), sheep wool ( Deut 

18:4 ), and fruit ( Neh 10:35 ). The Old Testament makes it clear that 
everything that God's people have is to be viewed as from God and gained 

through his providence ( Psalm 50:10 ) 
. 

Believers are the "firstfruits" of God "a kind of firstfruits of all he created" ( Jas 
1:18 ). Spiritual "firstfruits" may be the first converts in an area ( Rom 16:5 ). 
As "firstfruits" believers are a testimony to God's power in salvation. They are 
his first born, redeemed by Christ's blood. In their holy standing, believers are 

God's firstfruits" holy to the Lord, the firstfruits of his harvest" ( Jer 2:3 ). 
God's people are therefore to present themselves as holy firstfruits to God, as 

"living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God" ( Rom 12:1 ). In having the 
"firstfruits of the Spirit, " the work of the Spirit in effecting the present 

redemption of their souls, believers are given the guarantee that they will have 
the future redemption of their bodies at the second coming of Christ   

(Rom 8:23 ). 
In 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23, Paul teaches that Christ in his bodily resurrection is 
the "firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep." As such, he is the guarantee 
that all those who belong to him will be raised from the dead at his second 

coming. In the natural world, the first sheaf of the crop was to be brought to 
God ( Leviticus 23:10 Leviticus 23:11 Leviticus 23:17 ) as a guarantee that the 

rest of the harvest was coming. So it is in God's redemption harvest. First, 
Christ the "firstfruits" has triumphed in his resurrection; then, the rest of his 

"crop, " the redeemed, will be raised triumphantly at his second coming  
(1 Cor 15:23 ). 
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In light of this, God's people, as his "firstfruits, " are to have a sanctifying 
effect on others ( 1 Cor 5:6-7 ), just as Abraham and the patriarchs had a 

sanctifying effect on disobedient Israel ( Rom 11:14-16 ). Believers are to be 
true followers of the Lamb, just as the saints in the second coming, who are 

described as holy in life, "purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits 
to God and to the Lamb" ( Rev 14:4 ). 

(http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-
dictionary/firstfruits.html) 

 
Always give God your best. Pure gold and not scrap metal! 
 
In chapter 38, you have the description of how the Bronze Bowl was made 
along with the altar and the courtyard for the temple. Beginning in verse 21, 
you’ve got a list of all the materials that were used that included: 
 
2,000 pounds of gold 
7,550 pounds of silver 
There were 603,550 men, each had to pay one fifth of silver. Of the silver that 
was collected 7500 pounds were used to make the one hundred bases for the 
Holy Tent / curtain – 75 pounds per base. 50 pounds was used to make the 
hooks for th posts and to cover the tops of the posts. 
5000 pounds of bronze. As an aside, Bezalel made the 
Bronze Bowl out of the mirrors that the Israelite women 
used. That must’ve been one gorgeous Bronze Bowl. Again, 
only the best for the Lord. 
 
One might wonder why chapters 35-39 appear to be a 
repeat of chapters 25-28. According to the NIV Text Note: 
 
For the most part repeated from chs. 25-28; 30:1-5; 31:1-

11 (see notes on those passages), sometimes verbatim, 
but with the verbs primarily in the past rather than the 
future tense and with the topics arranged in a different 
order. Such repetition was a common feature of ancient 

Near Eastern literature and was intended to fix the details 
of a narrative in the reader’s mind  

(see Ge 24:34-39). 
 

Exodus 39 – 40 
 
Clothes for the priests – Blue, purple and red thread 
interwoven with long thin strips of gold. That was the 
composition of the ephod which is the multi-colored 
garment you see worn by the priest to the right.   
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It was a two piece garment joined at the shoulders with two straps. 
 
On the breastplate, you had twelve stones; four rows of three gems, each 
engraved with one of the names of the twelve sons of Israel. 
 
Row #1: Ruby, Topaz, Beryl 
Row #2: Turquoise, Sapphire, Emerald 
Row #3: Jacinth, Agate, Amethyst 
Row #4: Chrysolite, Onyx, Jasper 
 
 
Stone Name Description 

 

Ruby 

The ruby is a pink to blood-red 
colored gemstone, a variety of the 
mineral corundum (aluminium 
oxide). The red color is caused 
mainly by the presence of the 
element chromium. Its name 
comes from ruber, Latin for red. 
Other varieties of gem-quality 
corundum are called sapphires. 
The ruby is considered one of the 
four precious stones, together with 
the sapphire, the emerald, and the 
diamond.[1] 

 

Topaz 

Pure topaz is colorless and 
transparent but is usually tinted 
by impurities; typical topaz is 
wine, yellow, pale gray or reddish-
orange, blue brown. It can also be 
made white, pale green, blue, 
gold, pink (rare), reddish-yellow 
or opaque to 
transparent/translucent. 

 
Beryl 

The mineral beryl is a beryllium 
aluminium cyclosilicate with the 
chemical formula Be3Al2(SiO3)6. 
The hexagonal crystals of beryl 
may be very small or range to 
several meters in size. Terminated 
crystals are relatively rare. Pure 
beryl is colorless, but it is 
frequently tinted by impurities; 
possible colors are green, blue, 
yellow, red, and white. 

 

Turquoise 

Turquoise is an opaque, blue-to-
green mineral that is a hydrous 
phosphate of copper and 
aluminium, with the chemical 
formula CuAl6(PO4)4(OH)8·4H2O. It 
is rare and valuable in finer grades 
and has been prized as a gem and 
ornamental stone for thousands of 
years owing to its unique hue. 
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Sapphire 

Sapphire (Greek: σάπφειρος; 
sappheiros "blue stone"[1]) is a 
gemstone variety of the mineral 
corundum, an aluminium oxide (α-
Al2O3), when it is a color other 
than red or dark pink, in which 
case the gem would instead be 
called a ruby, considered to be a 
different gemstone. 

 

Emerald 

Emeralds are a variety of the 
mineral beryl (Be3Al2(SiO3)6) 
colored green by trace amounts of 
chromium and sometimes 
vanadium.[2] Beryl has a hardness 
of 7.5–8 on the 10 point Mohs 
scale of mineral hardness.[2] Most 
emeralds are highly included, so 
their toughness (resistance to 
breakage) is classified as generally 
poor. The word "Emerald" is 
derived (via Old French: 
Esmeraude and Middle English: 
Emeraude), from Vulgar Latin: 
Esmaralda/Esmaraldus, a variant 
of Latin Smaragdus, which 
originated in Greek: σµάραγδος 
(smaragdos; "green gem"); its 
original source being either the 
Hebrew word izmargad meaning 
"emerald" or "green"[3] or the 
Sanskrit word marakata meaning 
"green." The name could also be 
related to the Semitic word baraq 
("lightning" or "shine") (cf. 
Hebrew: bareqeth and Arabic: 
barq "lightning"). It is the same 
source for the names Persian 
( zomorrod), Turkish (zümrüt), 
Sanskrit (maragdam), Russian 
(изумруд; izumrud)[4] and 
Armenian zmruxt. 

 

Jacinth 

Jacinth is a red transparent 
variety of zircon used as a 
gemstone. Jacinth is also a flower 
of a reddish blue or deep purple 
(hyacinth), and hence a precious 
stone of that colour (Revelation 
21:20). 
It has been supposed to designate 
the same stone as the ligure 
(Hebrew leshem) mentioned in 
Exodus 28:19 as the first stone of 
the third row in the high priest's 
breast-plate, the Hoshen.[citation 

needed] In Revelation 9:17 the word 
is simply descriptive of colour. 

 

Agate 

Agate (pronounced /�æ�əәt/) is a 
microcrystalline variety of quartz 
(silica), chiefly chalcedony, 
characterised by its fineness of grain 
and brightness of color. Although 
agates may be found in various kinds 
of rock, they are classically associated 
with volcanic rocks but can be common 
in certain metamorphic rocks.[1] 
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Amethyst 

Amethyst is a violet variety of 
quartz often used in jewelry. The 
name comes from the Ancient 
Greek � a- ("not") and µέθυστος 
methustos ("intoxicated"), a 
reference to the belief that the 
stone protected its owner from 
drunkenness; the ancient Greeks 
and Romans wore amethyst and 
made drinking vessels of it in the 
belief that it would prevent 
intoxication. 

 

Chrysolite (Peridot) 

Peridot, also called precious 
olivine, is a gem-quality 
transparent green olivine. The 
crystals of peridot have a vitreous 
lustre and conchoidal fracture. 
Gem-quality olivine is a mineral 
that composes a lot of the earth's 
mantel, the layer below the crust. 
It is also common in basalts on 
the moon. 

 

Onyx 

The layers in these stones range 
from translucent to opaque for 
sardonyx. The stones vary in 
color, too. They may be white or 
gray, ranging to many colorful 
varieties. Sardonyx stones usually 
contain flat-banded, white and 
brownish-red bands. Onyx is a 
gemstone with alternating light 
and dark bands, which are colored 
in brown, red, black, white and 
grey. 

 

Jasper 

Jasper is derived from the Greek for 
"spotted stone". Jasper is usually 
considered a chalcedony, but put by 
scientists in a group by itself because 
of its grainy structure. The finely 
grained, dense jasper contains up to 
twenty percent foreign materials that 
determine its color, streak and 
appearance. Uniform jasper is rare. It 
usually is multicolored, striped spotted 
or flamed.  
Some of the most treasured gems are 
those that show a picture that appears 
to be taken from nature, called 
"landscapes". Oregon's Biggs Jasper is 
now the most common source. Another 
specialty is bloodstone or blood jasper, 
also known as "heliotrope", a dark 
green chalcedony or jasper with flecks 
of red. 

 
 
The order of the stones is uncertain, along with what stone represented which 
tribe, but the above table shows that it was probably one very ornate looking 
piece of clothing. 
 
The breastpiece was held in place by a braided chain made of gold. Two chains 
attached to two rings on the top two corners of the breastpiece and fastened 
to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. The other two corners of the breastpiece 
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were held in place by two additional rings, and they were fastened to two gold 
rings anchored to the waistband. The rings of the breastpiece and the rings 
anchored to the waistband were tied together with blue cord. Same kind of 
configuration with the top rings of the breastpiece and the rings anchored to 
the top of the shoulder pieces. You can see what that might’ve looked like by 
looking at the picture of the priest above. 
 
Filigree is a word often used in the midst of these passages describing the 
priestly garments. A filigree is a fancy, decorative design. So the gold rings 
attached to the breastpiece were anchored in the context of ornate settings. 
 
The blue robe that was worn beneath ephod was hemmed along the bottom 
with pomegranates of blue, purple and scarlet yarn alternating between bells 
of pure gold. 
 
Finally the tunic and the turban was made of fine linen along with the 
undergarments. There was also a sash worn like a belt that was made of blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn. 
 
On the turban was worn a gold plate inscribed with “Holy To The Lord” that 
was attached using a blue cord. 
 
When all the work was done, as far as the construction of the Tabernacle with 
all its furnishings and utensils along with the garments made for the priests, 
Moses inspected it and blessed them. 
 
In chapter forty, God instructs Moses to set the Tabernacle up on the first day 
of the first month, which was probably pretty close to the time that God issued 
the order. But there was a sequence to the way in which the Tabernacle was 
erected, which is typical and appropriate when you’re dealing with the things 
of God. 
 

But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.  
(1 Cor 14:40) 

 
Moses was also instructed to anoint everything and in so doing designate it for 
a special purpose.  
 
According to Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary, “anoint” means: 
 

To smear or rub with oil or perfume for either private or religious purposes. 
The Hebrew term for "anoint, " masah,, has secular connotations, such as 

rubbing a shield with oil ( Isa 21:5 ), smearing paint on a house ( Jer 22:14 ), 
or anointing the body with oil ( Am 6:6 ). The theological meaning of masah is 



 74 

fourfold. First, an individual or object set apart for divine use is said to be 
"anointed." Solomon was anointed ruler over Israel ( 1 Ch 29:22 ); this 
anointing made him both responsible for and accountable to the people. 

Anointed kings sometimes failed in their tasks, and were reminded of their 
accountability ( 1 Sam 15:17 ; 2 Sam 12:7 ). Second, when people were 

anointed, God empowered them to accomplish his tasks ( 1 Sam 10:6 ; 16:13 
). Third, no one was allowed to harm God's anointed ( 1 Sam 24:10 ; 26:9 ). 
Finally, the term mashiyach [jyiv'm ] derived from masah, refers to Israel's 
Messiah who was to come from the house of David ( Psalm 84:9 ; Psalms 
89:38 Psalms 89:51 ). In the New Testament, Christ is portrayed as the 

Messiah. Jesus is the promised deliverer ( John 1:41 ; 4:25 ), anointed with 
the Holy Spirit and with power ( Ac 10:38 ). 

 
 
As Moses went 
around anointing 
the tabernacle 
along with Aaron 
and his sons, it’s 
important to 
realize that he was 
following God’s 
instructions. This is 
a significant step 
and while there’s 
nothing mystical 
about the oil itself, 
it is nevertheless 
representative of 
something or 
someone being set 
apart for God’s 
work and in that 
way it is 
consecrated. 
 
God was pleased with the work. Once the tabernacle was set up, the glory of 
the Lord descended on the tabernacle in the form of a cloud and it was so thick 
that Moses and the priests could not enter the Tent of Meeting. 
 
Anytime the Israelites broke camp, they did so only when the cloud of God 
moved. That was their cue, He was their Guide. By day there was a cloud 
hovering over the tabernacle and by night, there was the same cloud, but 
there was fire in the cloud. 
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That must’ve been one impressive sight! 
 
 


